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How	to	unlock	a	kenwood	radio

From	what	I'm	seeing,	it	only	has	a	4-character	keypad,	correct?posted	by	fogster	at	6:33	PM	on	July	10,	2008	Do	they	work	on	one	channel	but	nothing	else,	or	do	they	not	work	on	any	channels?posted	by	fogster	at	6:52	PM	on	July	10,	2008	Response	by	poster:	Actually,	the	right	arrow	(the	button	on	the	extreme	right)	doesn't	do	anything	when	I
press	it.	One	of	the	buttons	on	the	side	below	the	PTT	is	just	a	backlight	for	the	display,	and	the	one	below	it	squawks	the	radio.posted	by	C17H19NO3	at	6:52	PM	on	July	10,	2008	«	Older	That	one	little	thing	that	can	make	all	the...			|			Don't	harpoon	the	beached	whale!	Newer	»	This	thread	is	closed	to	new	comments.	Unlocking	this	style	of	handset
can	prove	challenging,	a	common	query	amongst	new	users	is	how	to	unlock	the	Kenwood	handheld	radio.	The	question	has	sprung	up	as	a	result	of	some	enhanced	functionality	on	these	walkies	talkies.	Kenwood	radios	have	an	integrated	feature	that	allows	the	device	to	“super	lock”	Kenwood	radios	have	received	relative	popularity	for	their	modest
price	point,	which	manages	to	still	deliver	a	solid	build	and	reasonable	reliability.	Their	commonly	used	amongst	professionals	to	coordinate	communication	in	teams.		Superlocking	–	What	Is	It?	Super	locking	your	kenwood	radio	freezes	all	your	settings	and	locks	you	in	on	a	specific	channel.	It’s	designed	to	stop	you	accidentally	changing	settings	by
bumping	into	your	buttons/knobs	etc.	When	the	device	is	‘super	locked’	and	you	attempt	to	change	the	channels	–	the	device	simply	emits	a	“beep”.	This	is	pretty	handy	to	prevent	you	accidentally	veering	off	channel	–	but	it	can	present	some	issues.	If	your	team	decides	on	using	another	channel	to	avoid	interference,	for	example.	If	this	happens	to
you	and	you	can’t	unlock	your	device	then	you’re	not	going	to	be	able	to	initiate	any	kind	of	contact	with	your	team.	Accidentally	changing	channels	can	be	a	bit	of	a	nuisance,	wondering	why	no	one’s	speaking	to	you	or	encountering	interference	you	weren’t	previously	encountering	can	impact	your	ability	to	be	productive.		Ironically,	despite	being
integrated	to	prevent	accidental	settings	changes	–	it’s	possible	to	accidentally	lock	your	device.			If	you’re	currently	encountering	issues	with	the	locking	function	on	your	kenwood	radio,	don’t	worry,	the	solution	is	at	hand.	If	you	also	encounter	an	issue	where	your	radio	can’t	exit	scanning	mode	(with	the	scanning	indicator	blinking	green	constantly)
the	same	strategy	applies	for	fixing	it.	But	just	before	I	dive	in	to	how	to	fix	this	issue	–	it’s	probably	important	that	you	know	how	the	issue	has	happened	in	the	first	place	so	you	can	avoid	it	again	in	future.	How	People	Accidentally	Activate	Super	Locking	An	array	of	Kenwood	models	with	similar	functionality	all	have	the	three	recognizable	side
panel	buttons.	The	button	at	the	top	is	simply	a	push-to-talk	button,	press	it	down	and	you	can	speak	into	the	mic	and	transmit	instantaneously.		Below	this	button	is	two	smaller	buttons	for	navigating	the	radio	menu.	Holding	down	the	first	side	button	for	a	period	of	more	than	three	seconds	will	activate	the	super	lock.	Obviously	this	only	works	when
the	radio	is	powered-on.	It’s	pretty	easy	for	this	to	occur	in	your	pocket	or	if	you	simply	hold	the	button	down	too	long,	unaware	of	this	feature.	It’s	more	common	amongst	people	new	to	the	device	but	this	issue	can	creep	up	on	you	too.	You	can	tell	it’s	locked	straight	away	because	you	won’t	be	able	to	change	the	channel	and	it’ll	just	beep	at	you
when	you	use	the	knobs.	How	To	Unlock	Kenwood	Handheld	Radio	Luckily,	it’s	not	too	difficult	to	get	yourself	out	of	“locked”	mode	with	your	radio	set.	Switch	your	device	off,	then	begin	holding	the	SECOND	side	button	down	whilst	powering	ON	the	radio.	The	indicator	light	will	begin	to	flash	orange,	this	is	when	you	release	button	two.	Upon
releasing	button	two	you	will	hear	two	beeps	to	notify	you	that	you’ve	unlocked	it.	Turn	the	radio	back	off	and	reboot	it	normally	and	your	radio	can	be	unlocked	from	scan	mode	by	simply	pressing	the	first	side	button	and	promptly	releasing	it.	From	here	you	should	be	able	to	switch	channels	or	turn	the	knob	without	being	beeped	at.	Conclusion	This
little	feature	is	pretty	handy	for	preventing	you	from	accidentally	changing	channels.	Sadly,	because	there’s	no	dedicated	lock	button	and	this	lock	can	only	be	activated	through	holding	a	button	down	–	it’s	not	well	known.	As	a	result	one	of	the	most	common	issues	users	of	the	kenwood	radio	set	encounter	is	the	superlock	issue.	Unlocking	isn’t	super
intuitive	either	–	you	can’t	just	hold	the	same	button	down	for	3	seconds.	You	need	to	go	through	a	series	of	steps.	This	could	have	been	avoided	with	the	inclusion	of	a	dedicated	superlock	button	instead	of	integrating	the	functionality	into	the	other	buttons.	For	its	price	point	it	is	still	a	useful	feature,	but	some	time	and	energy	definitely	could	have
went	in	to	making	the	feature	a	little	bit	more	intuitive.	The	benefit	is	that	you	don’t	need	to	plug	your	radio	into	a	computer	and	pre-program	this	functionality	in	to	the	device.	It’s	also	worth	appreciating	that	superlock	isn’t	some	permanent	feature	and	there	is	actually	a	way	to	get	around	the	issue	at	home.	How	to	unlock	the	Kenwood	car	stereo?
First	of	all,	look	into	the	manual	and	warranty	card	of	your	radio	for	4-character	codes.	If	these	codes	don’t	work,	try	some	common	Kenwood	codes	like	“KCAR”,	and	“3015”.	If	you	are	the	second	owner,	ask	the	first	one.	And	when	nothing	works,	reach	out	to	the	Kenwood	service	center.These	are	some	steps	you	can	take	when	you	have	been	locked
out	of	your	Kenwood	radio.Look	into	the	Box	and	CardsIf	you	are	the	first	owner	of	the	car	radio	and	have	forgotten	the	password,	find	its	packaging	and	look	at	the	radio’s	manual	and	warranty	card.	You	need	to	carefully	sift	through	them	to	find	if	there	is	any	code	mentioned	there	anywhere.If	the	manual	or	warranty	card	doesn’t	categorically
mention	the	security	code,	jot	down	all	the	4-character	codes	and	serials	mentioned	there	and	try	them	one	by	one.	You	might	succeed	in	unlocking	your	Kenwood	radio	through	this	trial	and	error	exercise.Try	Some	of	the	Common	Security	CodesIf	no	code	from	the	manual/warranty	card	works	or	you	have	lost	the	box	and	card,	you	need	to	run	a
trial	and	error	with	some	of	the	common	Kenwood	security	codes.For	instance,	“KCAR”	has	been	the	most	common	passcode	for	many	Kenwood	radio	models.	“3051”	is	another	code	that	has	been	noticed	in	many	Kenwood	manuals.If	it	is	a	second-hand	Kenwood	radio,	try	some	common	4-character	passwords.	Use	“1235”	or	“abcd”.	You	can	also	try
the	iterations	like	“aaaa”,	“bbbb”,	“1111”,	“2222”,	etc	to	try	your	luck.	This	video	might	also	help	you	unlock	your	Kenwood	model.Ask	the	Previous	OwnerWith	locked	second-hand	Kenwood	radios,	you	can	always	reach	out	to	the	previous	owners	and	ask	them	if	they	know	the	security	code.If	you	only	got	the	radio	at	the	time	of	the	purchase,	ask	the
first	owner	if	they	still	have	the	manual	or	the	warranty	card	with	them.Get	in	Touch	with	Kenwood	Service	CenterIf	all	else	fails	for	unlocking	a	Kenwood	radio,	you	might	have	to	get	in	touch	with	the	manufacturer	itself.	Reach	out	to	the	Kenwood	service	center	and	tell	them	about	your	conundrum.Keep	in	mind	that	Kenwood	won’t	provide	you	with
the	security	code	just	because	you	have	called	them	and	told	them	the	serial	number.	This	doesn’t	tell	Kenwood	whether	you	are	an	original	owner	or	a	petty	thief	trying	to	make	their	plundered	stuff	work.Therefore,	you	have	to	establish	proof	of	your	ownership	of	Kenwood.	If	you	are	able	to	satisfy	Kenwood	representatives	on	their	queries	about
your	ownership,	they	will	provide	you	with	the	security	code	to	unlock	your	car	radio.If	you	need	to	reset	your	Kenwood	head	unit	see	all	the	methods	explained	here.Connected	articles:	Four	digit	security	codes	protect	Kenwood	car	stereos	from	theft.	If	a	thief	steals	a	Kenwood	car	stereo,	he/she	will	not	be	able	to	use	the	stereo	until	the	secret	four
digit	security	code	is	entered.	Unfortunately,	many	legitimate	owners	are	also	locked	out	of	their	Kenwood	car	stereos	due	to	these	security	codes.	This	typically	happens	to	people	who	buy	used	cars	from	people	who	forget	to	share	the	security	code.	However,	it	also	happens	to	people	who	simply	forget	their	security	codes	after	several	years.
Common	Kenwood	Security	Codes	Many	Kenwood	radios	are	configured	with	the	same	security	codes:	KCAR	–	This	seems	to	be	a	“backdoor”	to	some	Kenwood	models.	3051	–	This	is	the	security	code	that	is	printed	in	many	Kenwood	model	manuals.	1234	–	This	is	a	security	code	that	Kenwood	owners	commonly	choose.	Entering	the	Kenwood
Security	Code	If	the	car	battery	fails	or	is	disconnected,	the	Kenwood	will	ask	for	the	security	code.	The	procedure	for	entering	the	security	code	differs	on	various	models	of	Kenwood	car	stereos.	Here	are	three	of	the	more	common	procedures:	Type	1	During	the	code	request	mode,	while	pressing	the	DISP	key,	press	and	hold	the	Volume	UP	or
DOWN	key	for	3	seconds	until	the	“…”	display	disappears.	Enter	the	security	code	with	the	Kenwood	remote.	Type	2	Press	the	“Auto”	button	and	“Track	up”	on	the	face	of	radio	at	the	same	time	until	the	four	dash	lines	disappear.	Enter	the	security	code	with	the	Kenwood	remote.	Type	3:	Model#	DPX-4020	and	DPX-4030	Press	and	hold	the	1	then	the
6	preset	keys	until	the	display	shows	the	letter	C.	Enter	the	security	code	with	the	Kenwood	remote.	Entering	Letters	with	a	Kenwood	Remote	To	enter	a	letter	with	a	Kenwood	remote,	press	a	button	once	for	the	first	letter,	twice	for	the	second	letter,	and	three	times	for	the	third	letter.	Press	the	Track	Up	or	Next	Track	key	to	send	the	letter.	To	send
the	letter	A,	press	the	2	key	once	then	press	the	Track	Up	key.	To	send	the	letter	B,	press	the	2	key	twice	then	press	the	Track	up	key.	Finally,	when	all	of	the	letters	are	entered,	press	and	hold	the	Track	Up	button	for	3	seconds.	The	key	sequence	to	enter	the	security	code	KCAR	is:	5	5	Track	Up	2	2	2	Track	Up	2	Track	Up	7	7	Track	Up	The	Kenwood
should	then	enter	tuner	mode.	A	Security	Code	Bug	in	Some	Kenwoods	There	is	a	reported	bug	in	the	security	code	handling	of	some	Kenwood	stereos.	In	models	with	the	bug,	the	security	code	is	stored	incorrectly.	The	workaround	is	to	enter	the	wrong	security	code.	In	models	with	this	bug,	decrement	the	third	character	of	the	security	code	by	one.
For	example,	if	the	security	code	is	1111,	enter	it	as	1101.	If	the	security	code	is	9999,	enter	9989.	Finding	the	Kenwood	Security	Code	There	are	backdoor	codes	for	each	Kenwood	car	stereo,	based	on	the	model	and	serial	numbers.	Find	out	how	to	reset	the	code	or	what	the	common	backdoor	codes	are	here	(among	solutions).	Sending	the
RadioBack	to	Kenwood	If	all	else	fails,	send	the	stereo	back	to	Kenwood	to	have	the	security	code	reset.
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